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Dear Mark, ‘?7;96?;%/
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As you know from experience, our region has endured an unusual number of
destructive storm events over the past several years. The damage to public and private
property has been enormous. Municipalities, businesses, and property owners have all
suffered a heavy financial burden as a result of the massive flooding.

It shouid be clear to us by now that responding to storm events as we have in the
past is not financially or environmentally sustainable. We must take a niore pro-aclive
approach to minimize the threat of flooding from future storms. Reaching this goal will
require all of us o be better trained and equipped to meet this challenge head on.

To that end, the Endless Mountains Resource Conservation and Development
Council is coordinating the first ever “Flood Summit” for Susquehanna and Wyoming
counties. My office has been closely involved in the planning efforts for this important
workshop.

The Susquehanna and Wyoming Counties Flood Summit will be held on Friday,
June 8§, 2007 at Keystone College from 8 ant to 3:30 pm. Experts on watershed
management and floed prevention will provide the technical training and informational
resources your municipality needs to be better prepared for the next storm. A brochure
that describes in greater detail the agenda for the summit, as well as a registration form is
included with fhis mailing. Please be sure to send your registration to the Endless
Mountains RC&D Council.

This event is open only to elected officials, county planners, emergency
management coordinators, and natural resource agencies. I strongly encourage you to
take advantage of this great opportunity to learn how to reduce the threat of future
flooding in your community. By working togcther as 4 team, I arm certain we will all be
better prepared for when the next storm arrives.

Sincerely I am,

Qe P g,

Christopher P. Carney

Member of Congress
233 NorTHENIN BOULEYARD 175 Ping STRERY 521 FRANKLIN STREET
SuITE 4 Sutre 103 Sriasmoxrin, PA 17072
CLARKS SUMNMIT, PA B4 WiLLtamgposT, PA 17701 676 6641682
16701 5050008 {5701 3271802
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Flood Summits Agenda
Susquehanna /Wyoming-Keystone College, Evans Hall
June 8§, 2007

Registration

Welcome
Jim Weaver, Endless Mountains Resource Conservation and Development
(RC&D) Council
Ed Zygmunt, US Congressman Chris Carney’s Office
Arnie Kiner, PA Senator Roger Madigan's Office
MaryAnn Warren, Susquehanna County Commissioner
Tony Litwin, Wyoming County Commissioner

Why are we here?
Gene Dziak, Wyoming County Emergency Management
Glenn Shupp, Tunkhannock Township

History of Development and Stream Dynamics
Carl DeLuca, PA Department of Environmental Protection, NE Region
Mike Lovegreen, Bradford County Conservation District

BREAK

Changing the Landscape of Watersheds
Tom Wilson, Kurowski & Wilson Engineers

LUNCH

Political and Economic Realities of Floodplain Management
Kerry Wilson, PA Department of Community and Economic Development
Mark Wood, Susquehanna County Emergency Management
Gene Dziak, Wyoming County Emergency Management

Flood Toolbox Overview
Fran Jones, Lycoming County Planning Commission
Tess Grubb, Federal Emergency Management Agency

Roundiable Discussions
Jim Weaver, Endless Mountains RC&D Council

Roundtable Reporting
Where do we go from here?
Jim Weaver, Endless Mountains RC&D Council
Ed Zygmunt, US Congressman Chris Carney’s Office

Adjourn
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Senaté Jon hlghway bridge reopened

By Hzlen B. Foster

Sime, local and PennDOT
officials were on hand June 7
for the official reopening of
ihe Senpior Edward E. Jones
highway bridge in Harford

The reopening was
celebrnted with & nbbon cuetiog
eeremony hosted by
PenaDQT s District 4 Executive
Seephen Shimko, PR

Shimko was joined by
Sime Represemniive Sandra
Major; County Compmistioners
Roherta Kelly, Jeff Loomis,
MaryAnn Warren and Harford

Supervisor Sue Furney, Also
on hand for the eereniony were
Bill Hecior, County
Maintenance Manager,; Chet
Patel.  Roadwsy  Squad
Manager; Bill Eckenrods,
PernDOT Construerion, Leo
Charney, PennDOT
geoiechnical enginser and Al
Felinski, bridge squad leader.
Buich Kriger of Kriger
Coostruction, the contrzetor
for the $860.000 project also
took part. The reconsguetion
of tha Roule 547 bridge began
in April 2006, and according 1o

PesaDOT spokesman, Kaoren
Dussinger construction was
completed on May 16 of this
year.

The projees began whih the

removal of an  existing
concrete  slab  bridge  and
replaced  with &  pre-cast
reinforeed  concroie box

eulvert, The conatruction also
included sewer line relocution,
pavement, guiderails wod
crosion contro] measures.
Dusing the construetion
phase a temporary roadwaay
with waffie slgnals wag bullt.

Froat row from [efl: Susq. Ce. Commtlesiomer Jeff Loomis,

D B RELEX B FOSTFR

Commlssloner MaryAno Warres, Stele Kep. Ssndrs Major
Harford Twyp. Supervisor Sor Furney, Crusmbeioner Roberia Kefly,

Sleve Shimko, PennDOT. Back rew: Bl Hector, Chet Pated, Bl

Edwards, Leo Charaey, all of PeaaDOT, Bulck Kriger and Al

Felinaki, Kriger Construriion.

Municipal leaders gather at Flood Summit

Floodplain
managemen,
ordinance enforcement
at forefront; some still
advocate dredging

By Stact Wilson

Al the June 8 Flood
Summlt, held at Keyalone
Collepe, Susguchsnng nad
Wyoming ecounty monicipal
leaders were told, “Our
streams are more complicated
ther dredging” by DCEDYs
Kerry Wilsen.

Wilson outlined the two
main obstzeles lo solving
flooding problems, The first is
the cost facter, Seecond is
altitude, "The auitude toward

comprehensive  floodplain
management  sgeks,”  said
Wilson.

Wilson advised leaders to
stop thinking of the floodplain
s @ cominodily [o be bought
or sold a5 real eatate and lo
start implementing floodplain
regulations.

A Franklin Twp.
supervisor had another idea.
"We can’l 1ake 2 hit like we
did last June. My snswer i to
put & bulldozer in the creek
and take care of the problem,
We're lookiog to proteci
people who lost stuff in June
‘06 und whao, with two inches
of rain, will lose everything."
he ssid.

Susquehannz  County’s

Emergeney Management
Director Mark Wood spoke
sbowt the cost  of repetitive
losses due to flocding 1o
munie[palities and the eounty.
According to Wood, in the 18
commupities hardest hit by
the June flood, the county
eollecind more than 3103
milion in real estzle taxes
from those munlelpalities
prior to the flood,

The pom-flood adjusted
assegsment values  of
destroyed  or  signifiesntly
damsged homes cogt mme
than $2.6 mitlion in lost
revenue. Thal smount diverts
dollars away from essendal
citizeo prograsits, aceording Lo
Waod,

He encoureged
municipalities to look at their
ordinaoces end managamnent

practiees. “"Cer ocw  the
ordinances. Do some
enforcemen of those
ordloances. Educals

homeowners,” edvissd Wood,

As of June 11, 29 of the 40
munieipalities had adopted
the eounty's All-Hazard
Mitigaton Plan, according lo
Wood. AL the Summil, Tess
Grube of FEMA wld thosc
present Susquehanna
County's plan is the best in

the Commonwealth and
would be used as the
bepchmerk  for  Hagard
Mitigation Pluns,

"Let Mother Nature have
whai she needs.” ndvocaled
e FEMA reps. They sio
pushed for munleipal leaders
1o utilize floadplain
ordinances lo make the ereeks
and walerways work the way
they should.

Al the elose of the summit,
roundisble group diseussions
were held to shed light on
problems, obstacles and
possible answers 10 fiooding
Issues, Most groups pointed to
2 need for more fmoney o
better manage the fioodplain
and allcviate losses. Several
groups also menlioned the

nesd  for  more  public
education,

Grest  Bend  Township
Supervisor Bob  Squier's

group reverted back to the
suggestion of dredging the
nver. His personal answer to
dealing with the izsues is to
not be re-clected and not run
for supervisor again, Sguier
did, however, point out a need
for more volunizer emargeney
persoonel and stated there are
currently not enough people
to adequately service the area.
The summil was sponsored
by Congressman Chiistopher
Camey, Keystone College and
the Endless  Mountaing
Resource Conservation and
Development Couneil.

Grad found purpose
after family tragedy

By Joah Moromskd
Stalf writer

MONTROSE - After her
mother's death in January,
senior Abigail Wamer didn"
just eontinue to attead school,

She also formed g Reluy for
Life tegm for the Americen
Caneer Society and siarted iwo
scholarships with her father,
Pai.

“l started that beeause
education was snch 8 big pant
of her life,” Ms. Wamer said.
My mom wes crazy sboul her

giedents, and  she  loved
teaching™
Mountaln  Yiew High

School in Kingsley, where her
mother, Brends, had 1aaght,
will  award a2 52,000
seholarship, and Montrose
Asea High Sehool, & $1.000
scholuzship.

The tragedy, and her
motber's fight with cancer,
also pigqued Ms. Warner's
interzgt  in  pharmeceutical

studies. She is planning lo
sdy phartnecy at Ohio State
Uoiversity.

“I have & really big interest
in capcer trearment and drugs,”
the stodent epuncil member
srid,

Her mother's cancer went
into remission for two years,

"You can't take things for
granted,” Ms. Warnet szid.

She said her mother's death
In  Janusry wes harder
“becquge everylhiog happened
quiekly." A lot of suppent from
friends and family made it
easier to deal with the ragedy,
she said,

“1 hang oul with my frisnds
8 lot because they get my mind
off everything, and | &y to
laugh as moch es possible
becausa it's hard some days,”
Ms. Warner said.

A complete,  graduation
section will appear in the June
20th edition of the Susquek
Cownry Independent

I i e e

Millions for Railroad facility project on the line

Vote fo remove
Authority Chair fails;
Junding may be pulled

By Stuel Wilson
The $2.5 millico in state
grant money earmarked for
land aequisition and the
eonstruction of a transloading
facility in the New Milford
grea would have expired in
2008, bwi 1ke projeei was
deemed 80 worthy, Slale
Senaior Roger Madigan’s

office hed the timeframe
exlended. Bul now, it seemy
the Senator's patfenge with
the  Susquechanns  Counly
Railroad Authority (SCRA)
may have run gut.

Last year, & elosed door
meeling  was  called by
Madigen's Executive Director
of the Scaste Transportstion
Conmitles Craig Shuey who
has been keeping a close eye
on the Authorily’s progress.
He, apparemly, is not plessed

and neither, it seemns, iz the
Bureau of Rail Preight

“We will be re-valuating
e status of the grenl with the
Burean of Rail Freight to see
if it will go forward,” said
Shuey after the SCRA
meeling on June 8. “"We have
been trying to keep the project
alive #ed do not believe the
same level of aFort 1o do the
right thing I3 being aken tnto
eonsideration by the rail

eontinued on page 2
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Flood Summit
Meeting To Be Held

Endless Mountains Resource Conservation and
Development Council will be hosting a Flood Summil
for Susquehanna and Wyoming Counties on June §
fram 800 a.m, 10 3:38 p.m. a1 Keystone College-Bvans
Hall on campus.

‘The mesting wil! bring logether a variety of loca!
leaders 1o discuss Lhe problem of fleading in Wyoming
ali Susyuellenila Coundes, Recenr flooding problems
accurred In the area in June and November of 2004,
Apnl I00E, and Sepremiser 2064,

The summil will load state. local, and county dedi-
sion-makers through lhe history of land development
in the area and discuss how dcvelopment affects
stream dynamics. Sessions will alto discuss the dan-
gers ol 1tooding, damages and repair costs, and how
exisring resources can be used 10 reduce or preveni
Bucdilly. The event will cenclude wilth a roundble
discussion of the problems and suggestions of possible
solurions.

Pariners sponsoring the event include the Endiess
Mountais Resource Congervation and Devejopment
Council; Bradford, Lycoming, Sullivan, Susquehanna,
Tiogz and Wyomirg Counly Conservalion Districis;
| oifice oL L 5. Hepresenlative Chris Camey: the

@ T ol Sizie Senalor Roger Madigan; Keysione
gr.  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of

Mg, iunmentz! Protection; and the Lycoming County
Planning Cominission.

The summil is designed for municipa! officals,
oynty planning commissions, emergency manage-
ment coordinalory, and siale and federal legislalors,
For more information, contact the Endless Mouynlains
Fesource Conservalion and Development Council,
2635-5288 ext. 3 or visil hup:f fwww .endlessinounmin:
. sredwlg/.

- PennDOT Recognizes
1’07 Stars Of Excellence

| PennDOT Seerelary  Allen D. Blehler, P E
I announced thal 22 einplayees slatewide were honored
I with Siars of Excellence Awards, Two employses were
from Disirict 44
Ronzld P Bonacci, Qlyphant, and Connic Burgh,
MORLIOSE, were lecoynized for thewr weinend ous ded-
ication and outsianding service 10 improving the
dlals’s lransportalion  system lor millions of
Pennsylvania's crigens. They received their awards
from Secretary Blebler duting a luncheon al Lhe gover.
nor's residence in Harrisburg,
Pictured {f-r} arer Kon Bonazcl, Connle Buzgh.

¥ ¥

-

#nd Dstriet Executive Stephen Shimko al the Slars
of Excellence Awards in Harrisburg.

Bonacel, a PennDOT District 40 Traffic engineer
[2.07 years, s considered by his colleagues to be an
r Y Lezcher and role modsl, and is admimed for
\ srraghness. pursuil of safety and receptiveness

“sllve engineering solutions. He was the driving
faree in helping launch Disirist 4's [TS program; s pear.
headed the Wrong-Way Ramp Initiative, and was
Insteumenlal In o insliwiing the “Sign Upgrade
Program,” later cdopled sislewide, In lomado-rave

See “PennDOT " Pages

Lest We

Ad 50 many communities across Lhe country did
on May 2B, Susquehanna Borough honcred oyr coyn-
try’s veterans, past and present, with a parade atid
ceremony.

LCongressman Chyis Carnay, Faalured speaker al
1tte Memorial Day ceremony {n Suaguehanna Boro.

After the parade, altendess gathered In the Shops
Plaza a1 the Velersns Memorial for 8 ceremony
emceed by Jesse Gow of American Legion Posi 86,

Invocation was given by Father Rebert Slmon of
5L John's Roman Cathollc Church, The Pledge of
Allegianca was led by membars of Boy Scoul Troop
.

Featured speakers were Posi 86 Commandar Joe
Bucci, Susquehanna Mayor Denise Reddon; County
Commissioner Roberts Kelly; Disirict Attomey jason
Legg President Judge Kenlleth Scamans; and,
Congrassman Cheis Carney.

A memorial przyer and poem were read by Posl
Chaplain Slan Lindow,

Forget...

Wreaths were placed al the memorial by Linda
Norris of the Past sgAuxl!iary, Bill Deakin of the Post
36 SAL, and Comymander Bucdl.

Afier a 21-gun saluie, “Taps™ was played by the
Susquehanna High School Band, under the dilestion
of Theresa Mating.

The closing benediction was given by Rev, Ken
Bilier of the Susguehanna Uniled Mathadist Church

Those in aliendance who were singled oul for

ition were county Prothanolary Sue Eddlesion,
Sherlfi Lance Benedici, Susquetzrina Community
School Superiniend ent Bronson Stone, General Mille
Perry, and the Post B6 Luegion Rlders, who weie jusi
back from a trip 1o the velerans’ memorial in
Washington, DC.

in front of the speskers’ podium was an emply
chalr, draped wlih ke POW fMIA flag. Commancer
Bucci explained that 0t represents all those who
remain unaccounied for, from all conflicts,

All of the speeches given had onc silversal
theme, honoring members of the mililary; velerans
who served In the psst. wha helped make our greal
coyniry a place where people kiow whal freedom is,
and those who &re Gtrrenlly seiving, $o that others
may come lo know whal we cherigh.

To paraphrase the ypaakers, Memorial Day is not
eboul having a day off. 1 s 1o appreciale and show
gaﬁmde for the marty sacrifices Lhat have been made

r all 9f us. We would do well 1o follow Lhe example
of thase who have sarved, ard give thanks for all
thoss who served Ln the Lime of need, o protect whal
wa believe in, We shuuld reeo%mze thal we know
freedom because ordinary people did exiraordinary
things and perfarmed seiffesy deeda. Ever keep the
light of freedom burming In their honor... lest we for-

gel

Prepare For Hurricane Season

In preparation for the summer hurriczne season,
which begen June 1, the Pennsylvania Emergency
Managemen| Agency (FEMA] urges all state residents
and municipal governments to acl now 1o protect lives
and property.

“Since floading has prompled a presidential dis-
aster declaralion in Pennsylvania in each of the past
four years, il is esseniial lo recngnize the risk thar
floods pose o residenus living In fload-prone areas,
and 1o prapare yourself for the devaslation flooding
and other savele weather can bring ™ PEMA Director
James R, Joseph said. “Pay attenlion lo flood waiches
and warnings. Pennsylvania 15 one of the mast flood-
prons states in the nntior.

Regidents are encouraged 1o find oul if lhey live in
a floed-prons area from lieir municipal government
oftlce. Ask whether your property is sbove or below
the Ao stage wazer level, snd leam about the histo-
ry of fleading in your region,

Leaarm flood-warning signs and your community
alert gignals. Haquest Information on preparing for
flash flood conditions. and have check valves inslalled
in building sewer trags Lo prevent flosd waler from
backing up in sewer drains.

Flan and practics an evacuation route, Conuact the

local smergency managemen office for help.

Develop sn emergency communications plan., In
Ihe everl family members are separaled from one
another during floods, lave » plan for geiting back
logether.

Ask an oul-of-town retative or frand to serve as
the “family contact.” Make sure everyone in the fami-
ly knows the name, address and phone number of Lhe
conlact person.

Malke sure that all family members keow how to
respond afier a flaed or flash fleod and teach all fam-
ily members how and when Lo turn off gas, electricily
alld wiizt.

Teach ¢hildren how and when 10 call 3-1-1, the
pollce, tha fire department, and 1o whlch radio station
1o tune for emergency informalion.

Joseph advlsad munisipal governmants 1o pre-
pare for severe storms angd foodin . Before bad
weather arrives, murtictpalities shoukd peiform pre-
flood seagon (nspections and remove debris from
drainage sysiems, Bridges are susceptible o scour
damage around piers and wing walls; cleaning tree
and brush debris from inlets helps water flow and

See “Hurricane Season ™ Paged
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