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Post Office Box 9

BORO
HISTORIC LANES {570} 853-478

Home of the Starrucca Viaduot
Lanesboro, PA 18827

May 12, 2008

Jarnes Garner, Susquehanna County Conservation District Manager
31 Public Ave
Montrose, PA 18801

Dan Fitzpatrick, Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development
Governor’s Center for Local Government Services

4" Floor, Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North St.

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: Beneficial Impact of a Dam Failure on the Susquehanna River to Lanesboro’s Fluodplain
Dear Mr. Garner & Fitzpatrick,

Your names were provided to me by Donna Erat, a consultant for Susquehanna County. [t is
our understanding are in charge of floodplain related issues within Susquehanna County.

I am writing to you regarding the recent partial collapse of a dam on the Susquehanna River,
located about one mile downstream from Lanesboro, Although not verified, we believe the
dam was used for hydroelectric purposes at one time and is not a flood control structure.

The majority of Lanesboro residences are located primarily in the Susquehanna River &
accompanying tributarial floodplains of the Starrucca and Canawacta Creeks. It has been
previously documented in the Drafi Susguehanna Coun Floud Mitigation Plan, (found
online @ hup./iuw n.msqa:o.convsubsimz;z'cmafﬁa}.u:s.-’S_ggq(‘uiTMA!?Img,hfiig,ﬁmwgf) that
Lanesboro has second most amount of repetitive flood losses in all of Susquehanna County,
following only Harmony Township, our neighbors immediately upstream on the
Susquehanna. Lanesboro has been flooded several times recently, beginning with TS Ivan in
the fall of 2004, with the majority of the flooding caused by the Susquehanna River. On at
least three different occasions, the water rose to a height that made travel along Main St or
North Main St impossible, cutting off access to portions of Lanesboro and Harmony
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Township and requiring a 20+mile detour for access. Fortunately, there were no emergencies
that required use of the detour.

While we are sympathetic of the loss incutred by the owners of the dam, the impacts of the
loss on upstream elevations need to be documented, The elevations of the Susquehanna River
through Lanesboro dropped anywhere from a few to several feet immediately after the partial
collapse,

Also, we have attended several meetings regarding the remapping of the floodplain. If the
dam remains un-repaired, the floodplain as delineated in Lanesboro and neighboring vicinities
i NOT accurate.

What does the lower ordinary high water elevations mean to Lanesboro? The dam failure is
the single biggest flood mitigation effort that could benefit Lanesboro, due to a significant
increase in storage volume of high-flow event stormwater BEFORE impacting any
residences.

It would be a benefit to Lanesboro and emergency service agencies such the local Fire
Department, Susquehanna County EMA, and FEMA / PEMA if the dam were to be left un-
repaired, or removed in its entirety.

We are unsure as to what agency we should be having conversations with regarding this
matter. Any direction you can provide would be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. T can be reached at
570.853.4781 or via email @ laneshoromavoridechoes. net.

On behalf of the Lanesboro Council and our constituents,

Clid )ty

Christopher J. Maby
Lanesboro Mayor

CC:  Lanesboro Council
Pennsylvania Departinent of Environmental Protection
Honorable State Representative Sandra J. Major
Honorabie State Senator Lisa Baker
Susquehanna County EMA Office {response to Draft Susq. Co. Flood Mitigation Plan)
Susquehanna County Commissioners
Joe Rupe, PEMA BORM Coordinator
Donna Erat
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